30                        PASTOR HALL

Ida Hall I sent instructions to my brother's executor not
to send the money to Germany, because the money
would be taken away from Christine here and she'd get
scarcely half the amount in marks.

Friedrich Hall That was very foolish of you, and also
against the law.

Ida Hall I didn't do it openly, but illegally.

Friedrich Hall. So much the worse. ., . Didn't anyone
help you in the matter?

Ida Hall The General. He wrote a letter to New York
for me. The police are in possession of this letter. I've
seen it in the hand of. ..

Friedrich Hall Fritz Gerte. What have you done,
Ida? What, in Heaven's name, does it matter whether
Christine is blessed with earthly goods or not? Heaven
knows I've fought my whole life long with clean hands.
Every Sunday I stand in the pulpit, a voice crying in
the wilderness, and I defend the teachings of Christ
against the teachings of His opponents. I allow myself
to be intimidated neither by their threats nor their
promises, yet my own wife stabs me in the back. Now
they will have their triumph. Look at Pastor Hall,
they'll say, he gives out that he's a Christian and all
the time he smuggles currency. Ida, Ida, if only it were
I that was going to suffer. But the truth will suffer
injury too, because I, an alleged criminal, proclaim it.
... What had Gerte to say to this?

Ida Hall Christine is a minor. You are her guardian. You